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[bookmark: _GoBack]5 Astonishing Facts about Finnish Language 
Finnish language is one of the Finno-Ugrian languages and first of the two official languages of Finland together with Swedish. The closest to Finnish in this group is Estonian. Another language which belongs to Finno-Ugric group of the Ural language family is Hungarian but it differs from Finnish significantly. 
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1. Finnish as an official language in Finland
Finnish is spoken by approximately 5 mil people in Finland which is nearly 90% of all native speakers. It is also spoken in Sweden, Estonia, Norway, Russia and Canada.  Almost 6% of the population speaks Swedish. The official status of last is historically conditioned because from the 13th century to 1809 Finland was a part of Sweden. Only in 1892 Finnish gained a status of official language. Today Finland is officially bilingual in Finnish and Swedish. Besides Finns and Swedes, in Finland another ethnic group lives called Laplanders which language is Suomi.
2. Finnish’ origins
The History of literary Finnish can be divided into two periods: of old Finnish language (1540 - 1820) and modern Finnish (1820). First Finnish was used only in oral form. A creation of alphabet and writing system on the basis of Latin was conducted by Mikael Agricola who translated Gospel to Finnish (1548). It initiated the beginning of development of unified literary language based on western dialects of Finnish. The main rule intended that one sound corresponded to one letter.
Until 19th century Finnish was used mainly for religious purposes and remained the language of Church. When in 1809 Finland became independent from Sweden Finnish has undergone modernization. After numerous efforts and by the end of the 19th century Finnish became a language of administration, science and communication.
3. The Alfabet and Phonological System
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In Finnish there are 8 vowel (a, o, u, e, i, y and two extra ä,ö) and 14 consonant phonemes which can be short or long: a - aa, e - ee, r - rr, k - kk, etc.), except j, h, v, d. Consonants c, w, q, x and z don't exist in Finnish. Accent falls always on the first syllable of word. The language has a system of  vowel harmony. There are three types of vowels: front (ä, ö, y), back (a, o, u) and neutral (e, i).
The language inherited 16 diphthongs (two vowel combinations)which increase a  number of vowels (ai, ei, au, oi, ou, äy, yö, öy, uo, ei, ie, etc.). 
Here is the Finnish phonological system.
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4. Grammar and syntax
Finnish’ main grammatical features are: 
· numerous grammatical cases  (more than 10)
· Finnish has no genders (pronoun hän means both he and she)
· absence of articles 
· possessive pronouns expressed with suffixes
· Verbs conjugate gaining personal suffixes
· There are four tenses in Finnish, namely present, past, perfect and pluperfect. The future tense is not presented 
5. Derivation (Words Formation)
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Finnish typologically belongs to agglutinative synthetic languages which expresses grammatical relations within one word and forms new words using suffixes. Using this type of derivation makes that Finnish has significantly less number of word roots in comparison with other languages. To creat, for example, noun ‘organization’ from a verb ‘organize’ one need add suffix -elmä
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FINNISH FOR
BEGINNERS

jarki = reason, sense, intelligence

jarjestda = organize

Jarjestelma = organization

jarjestelmalinen = organized

Jarjestelmallistyttas = organizationalize

epajarjestelmallistyttas = unorganizationalize
epajarjestelmallistyttamaton = having unreflectional attention to
antiunorganizationalize

epajarjesteimallistyttamattomyys = unreflectional attention to
antiunorganizationalize

epajarjesteimallistyttamattomyydella = with unreflectional attention
t0 antiunorganizationalize
epajarjesteimallistyttamattomyydellaan = with his unreflectional
attention to antiunorganizationalize
epajarjestelmallistyttamattomyydellaanks = is it with his
unreflectional attention to antiunorganizationalize?
epajarjesteimallistyttamattomyydellaankohan = I wonder if it is
possible, with his unreflectional attention to
antiunorganizationalize?
epajarjestelmallistyttamattomyydellaankohankaan? = T wonder if it
is possible, even with his unreflectional attention to
antiunorganizationalize?
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